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YoPesosl'm just going to mennder....I've token a fow
days off from my office, nnd insteond of doing Mailing Comments I've written
a number of agsortod items nabout widely differing subjocts. Actuzlly, to
be truthful, I'm in onc of my anti-M.C.moods. Instnad of roading cach SAPS-
zino and worrying about what I'm going to say, I've just roed them for 100
per cont plessure. I think M.C.'s for M.C's sake is nll wrong. So I just
ain't gonna do snv. I must say that onco again the meiling fillod me with
delight. It took somo hours to read ovory page in cvery SAPSzinc, 2nd i1t is
surprising what n groat verioty of subjoct matter is Iincludod. The scoop
of the meiling is in SPACEWARP...tho Major Maycrs spocch roprint. I was
bowildcrod and hurt 2t the demoanour of tho Americen troops whon thoy worc in
captivity in Korer, and tho fact that the Turks worc domonstrated to be so
porfecet in all rospocts shows that somowhcre, something wes very vory wrong.
Obviously, the Amcrican captives surronderod not only in body but in spirit,
and the depths to which they sank ( thirty six mon stnnding by whilst ono
pushod throo outsido to frocze to denth ) should ho o mattor of deop public
concorn in the United States. I have rond scvoral hooks about tho Korcan
Campalgn, writtoen from the British point of view, and I found no rofcrence
to lead rme to nssumo that tho samo lethargy and apathy cxistod amongst
British captives. I wns most distrossed to rond tho spocch, but thankful just
the same that Rapp had the initiative to pub it. Rc Rapp, I noticed his
ULTIMATE WEAPON sccmed to heave a numbor of encorecs in the mriling, although
I noted with ~muscment that onc of the publishers gucssed = hoax was
apparant. Yop, I'd scy RAPP SPARKLED in the 50th mailing. GIM TREE rosc
gven higher up the Berry Estimetion Scole, with such o wealth of freshness
and wit and shcor pulsating intcrest. The fotoshects in somc of the SAPS-
zines added consideorably to the overnll auality, ~nd to sum up the mailing,

I would say without fear of contradiction it is the bost 21l round mailing
I've cver been privileged 4o read, and I've wnded through FAPA and OMPA
buniles before now 2and found nothing like thehouniing oxuberance in SAPS.

I know that it's going to continue. Still meandecring. OFf coursc, as I knew %
the time, I bitterly rogrot my attack on Toskey, which is why I've dedicated
this issuc to him, 2s you've scen on the front cover. An 0.E's job nust be
hard cnough without bnd-tempered members writing scathing words just boerusc
they arce in bad form at the time. I cannot plead it wns a joke, beeruse it
ween't, I wes roally 2nnoyed ot the timo, but now I mcllowed considercbly.
#11 I hopc is thet Tosk will forgive me. It was my first cover outburst in
fendom, and I'11 try ~nd live it down. Tosk %took it like the genitleman he

is, which shows cven riore his sterling qualitics and my unstnble temperament.
I note Guy Terwilleger is anxious for me to publish my 30,000 word story

in SAPS, and hc cven offors to pub it himsclf. The story is crlled THE MIND
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STEZALERS. At lenst it is original. I wrotc it some years back, ond 2% the
tinc I thought it was the Irish answer to Sturgcon and Blish. Willis

spid it wasn‘t too bad, and I madc the great mistake of sending it to Chuck
Herris 4o critisize. He didn't cormmont adversely on the plot, he wroto
pages cbout incidenta in the story which he thought should not bo...hc didn't
think a private dctective would have & divan in his officc...thlngs like
that. Also, in onec pﬂragrqph I mopt1onoi ' millions of galaxies', and in

big print Chuck wrotc 'THERE ARE NOT. I hoard afterwards that Chuck was

A very harsh critic, maybe the harshest in fandorm, and I was pleascd because
he d4idn't slaughter my plot, only details of the action such as I have
described. I must be truthful, and cast folsec modesty aside, and admit that
when I re~read it o short time ago, it read vory well. I didn't think I

could possibly have written it. It is essontinlly a sciencc fiction detective
story, with cluecs scattecred about., with snatches of humour too. One
chrpter 71, 2 short one, is probably the bost stuff I've cver written....cvs
remembor I don't ratc mysclf too highly as = writer, bocrusce I know I heve
magy limitations, but I do think the one chapter I've particulerly mentioncd
is high rate writing for me. So, mcbbe, if I don't got mony ideas for the
next Pot Pourri, I might just reprint the chapter...it 11 give 2an idea of

the tempo of the story...hell...I've wasted 2 lot of veluablc space on that
0ld story...nnd thanks for the interest, Guy. I'm still meandering, like...
and I'd 1like to ask you nall about 2 men called Chen Canasto..l belive he hos
made his home in New York, and you may have seen him on TV. Ho was on the BBC
last night, and this is what he 4id. A mon he didn't know wnrs in a librery
ten miles away. The man was in fact ex-superintondant Tom Fallon, of Scot-—
1and Yard. In the studio, Chan Canasta gove 2 woman three cerds ( sho chose
then actually.) A man was told to chosc a number betweon 5 2nd 35, and 2 third
person wns 2sked to give a number between 1 2nd 15. Then, through a
televieion link, Canagstn spoke to Tom Fellon and nsked him to chose any

book from the library. Fallon turncd and wont to the bookshelves, and chose a
thin one. Canasta said it would do 0.X, but perhaps it would be better if he
chose = thicker one. So Fallon looked round and finally hefted out =2 bulky
volume. Canasta nasked him the title, and Fallon said ' BUCKINGHAM PALACE'.
Canzsta stood rigid, and told Pallon not %o open the book. Cnanasta went

to a blackboard and wrote down the word 'fircplamce’....thon he thought a bit
rmore and wrotec ' on either side of the firoplacc'. He turncd to the womon
and asked her to tnke the face vnluc of the cerds and ~rrange 2 three figurc
nubers She said 199. He eskod the man what his number between 5 ond 35
wos, and the man said '7'. The third pcorson said the number he chosc was '5'.
Canasta told Fallon to turn to page 199, look down to the twelfth line ( 5
plus7) . ~y and the fifth word ccross on that line. Fallon 21lmost fainted,
and he read out cx2ctly what Canastn hed written on the blackbozrd. Will
someone for Ghods soks tell me how he did it. Fallon was not in on the Al
because he is 2 man of prineciple, 2 wecll known public figure, 2nd the mediater,
John Frecemnon, assurcd us that on the behalf of the B.B.C. he was cmpowercd to
sy that until 15 minutes before the progromme, only he lmew that Fallon
would be in the librory. The B.B.C. would not sink to such publicdcceoption,
therefore Canasta d4id it in some othor mannor. I can assurc you that Fallon
nor Froeman nor anyone on thc panel was in on the nct. I'd be thrilled if

any of you have any theories. HMW THE HELL DID HE DO IT ? Fellow SAPSites,

I could meander for pages, but I sce by the numbers on the sido of *he
stoncil that I've just onc line left, and this is it. Sec vou next na2iling,
cheers, John Berry, who wishe to apologisc for no mailing cormentSessssess
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A grest deal of nonsensec hag been written about Conasta, T
know, becruse I consider myself =n authority on the game, nnd I've obtained
most of the available text books on the subject, nnd they must consider
their readers to have an I.N. round zbout the 200 mark. To the beginner,
the gome must scem fontastically compliczted, slthough herc and now I must
2gsure him this is not necessarily so. I do not have o 200 I.Q, well, not
guite, but I can underst-nd the gome, and the reason for this short lecture
is to straighten out somec of the misconceptions which haove arisen round it.

The text books lay down 2 maximum of eight people plaving =t
one time, but provided the pl-ayers have big hands in which to hold thecir cards,
I do not sec why therc should be =2ny restriction on the number playing. It
well mny be that the numbor of people playing is restricted by the number of
packs 2~vailable, bud if you hold o Cansbta Party, I would respectfully sugzest
thet you fight egainst convention and tell them =11 to bring their own pack
of cards with them !\

Of coursc, the complication is that =28 the gnme progresses,
someone will pick up the pacl, and if ten or twentv people are ploving the
chances are that you mey pick up two or three hundred cards. You sce vhat I
meant back there about having btig hands. Of course, playing Group Can2stz,
as I've dubhed it, reguires certain refinemonts. I mean, if you have three
hundred cnrds in your honds, you're going to f£ind it somewhat difficult to
sort them all out, so I suggest a2 form of collapsable sloped fence which vou
can set up in front of you to arrange your cards.

Oh yes, I should have pointed out back there that the wholc
objcct of the gome is to make Cannsta's, 2nd as this article is preparcd
just for begimners, I must +ry and give clear ond precisc instructions
28 to how to make them.

A Connsto is o collection of seven cards, mede up 21l of the
same sort with or without wild cords to 2 miximum of three ' Now if by any
chance this is not clear, I would likec to take you stcp by step, and try 2nd
keep up with me, because it is, quite frankly, rnther a bore telling you =211
about this elemontery stuff.

You' ve zot to get seven cards for a Canastr...seven Ouecns or
seven sixes or cven scven sevens, but you can't collecect secven throe's or
seven two's, beccuse the threes are no good ~nd the two's arc wild. Sec ?

If you do happen to geot seven all of the samc sort ( except two's
or three's ) vou have gnrnered 500 points, becausc it is a Clear Conasta |

The opposite to 2 Olear Cannsts is = Dirty Canasta , and to get
2 Dirty One your scven cards 2all of the same sort are not of the samc sort,
it's a8 simple =28 that ! You must have = minimum of four of the same sort, but



you con add 1 sclection of wild cards, Joker's or two's, to moke up the
seven. A Dirty Cenostn is only worth three hundred points, but if you have
three Joker's included, well, = Joker is worth fifty points, so you've

almost got the five hundred points you would have got if you'd have seven all
of the same sort.

Oh, crikey, I don't want to get you mixed up, but back there I said
three's are no good. I must amend that to sy black three's are no good, but
red threec's ore worth a hundred points 2nd you pick up another card. Yell,
to meke it absolutely clear, a black three is some usec, if you put it on
top of the pack, no one can pick the pack up, 2nd, by the way, whilst I'm
on about the pack, if you put = wild card on top of the pack, in order for
anyone elsc to pick up the pack they must have two of thc some kind ( though
not Jokers, two's or three's ) and if you cunningly put on top of the pack
(after it's se~led, or frozen ) somcthing they have laid out on tho table
the chances are they won't pick it up...you scec, they can't if it's on the
tnble unless they hove two more in their hand ( but not Joker's, two's or
three's ). Once you've grasped this, you're well on the way to the higher
things in thc geme, such as a Meld, although this really comes first.

The Mecld ofton frichtens potential Canasta players, but don't let it.

It's as gimple ag this :-

In order to pick up from the pack you' ve got to Meld, and in order
to make o Canasta you' ve got to Meld ( although, if you're lucky, you can
start with o Conaste instezd of 2 Meld ) so you can see if you don't Meld
you're going to be 2 bit of = limrbility to yourself or your partner { oh
yes, I forgot to tell you con can play Partner Canaste, but forgot about
that until you've got the hang of the easy stuff first ) and the only reason
for playing Cenasta is to build up points, ond if you are going to play you
may as well play properly, so pay attention and don't let your mind wander.

If you've less than fifteen hundred points, i.cy if you' ve just
started, or didn't do %o0o well on the previous play, your Meld must contain
fifty points, 2nd to get these you must remember the respective velues of
the cards. You sce, cards are not worth their face value. Well, & ten is,
but the rest isn't. An ace is worth twenty, n throo is worth five, but it
doesn't coumt towards a Meld, 2 two is worth ten, and doecs count towards o
‘eld provided it is placed dovm in conjunction with at least two cards,
both of thc samc sort, which moke up fifty ! A Joker is worth fifty, but this
doesn't moan you can put it down by itself as a Meld, you must still have two
other cards of the same type, for instonce, two fours end a Joker ( a four
is worth five ) makes sixty. Some people try to be ostentatious and put down
2 Joker =nd two Aces for an initial Mcld, but thorc is no point in doing +this
unless you are trying to moke a Canasta of Aces, 2nd you etill have two more
in your hand to pick up the pack in cose someons with o shrewd card sense
( like me ) puts = two on it %o scol or freoze it.

If your score is morec than fifteen hundred points, your initinl Meld
goes up to ninety points, “nd once mgnin, to make this, you can combine
wild cards and ordinary oncs to 2 minirmum of nincty. You must not, howevor,
have more wild cards than ordincry cnrds in 2 Meld....remember whoat I said
back there about = Canasta, 2 Dirty One, having at lemst four cerds of the
sane type other than wild cnrds.

I scc L hove used up 211 the space I am allowed in this issue, but
if this series proves populaer, I shall continue  in futtre issues my famous
notes on ADVANCED CANASTA, but in order to bc able to follow it, you've got
to grasp the elemonary stuff above. Try your hardest, will you 27777

John Berry 1960.




We have at le~st one aviction fon
" in SAPS; Magtor A.lewis, ~nd =g, in
this particular issus I've tried to
write for everyone, so this next
couple of pages are included for his
benefit, and, perchance, pleasure.
There is much more to aviation than onec
would think, and with almost twenty-
five vears of study bohind me ( the
lnst five years rather half-heartedly,
5} I must confess- a 1ittle thing called
fandom ) T foel that I've gone
for

deeoper into the study of ncroplancs
than most people, nnd con speak with
1 \ ' somblence of authority on the loss
/S\ E}]“\ L QNS ;. obvious aspects of it. That's why I've
i 3 ; ocnlled this scrics 'AVIATION ODDITIES',
hocausa, I'm telling you, some mighty
queer things have been built and flown.

FTEHE
SPLIT™ PERSONALITIES. Ryitain

During tho 1939~45 war ( 1941-45 in Americen rccord books ) a
numbor of most intoresting experiments were carried out with conventional
worplanes.

Groat Britain started the gimmick in 1942 with the Genoral Aircraft
GyA.L, 48 Hotspur. The Hotspur was a small glider used for training glider
pilots who would eventurlly fly the tank snd troop carriors, the Hengist
and Hamilear's, into France 2nd Germany.,

Tt waa of orthodox construction, a mid wing glider with 2 slngle fin
and rudder, with o span of 4% feet1y inches.

Some genius thought of 2ddinz sn extra fusclage to the wing.

This transformed 2 small trainer into n sixteen scat troop ecarrier.
The Hengist, which I mentioned ~bove, wos a much larger troop-carricr, ond
30 only the one Twin Hotspur, 28 it was cmllod, was built. It's wing spon
wes inercnsed to 57 foet 11 inches, ond it hnad ~ londed weight of 6,450 1b.
It was controlled from the port fuseclnge, there were no controls whntsoever
in the starbonrd cockpit.

Germony.

The Germnns built somo superb ~croplancs during World War II. Unfort-
unntely, the reclevant authoritics couldn't meld together at all. For
example, the Messorschmitt Mc 262 was a most oxccllent twin-jet fighter,
which could, if it had been built in size2ble numbers, have wrecked the
Amorican Fortress raids deep into German territory. It could have 2ltercd
tho course of tho wnr, ~nd ndded yoars to it. BUT...Hitler wented it used o
2 reprisal bomber for usc ngainst England, and many months were wasted on
fruitless devclopment. I've merely given this exanmple to show how things
went wrong becnuse of o crazy mixcd-up policy. Rut, boys, therc werec some
wonderful experiments...tnke the Heinkel Ho 111 Z.

The Heinkel 111 H wos a German bomber first uscd in Spain in the civil
war. Developmonts of it werc used oxtensively by the Luftwnffe ~gainst Poland,
France, Englond 2nd Russiz. Thousands wore built. It wos 2 nice locking
orthodox mid wing twin-cngined bomber with ~ singlc fin nand rudder.

A British fighter pilot wns cruising about onc day over Paris towards
the end of the war when he saw 2 sight which made him open his mouth in uther
AWCe oo .he saw two Heinkel 111's stuck together




Actyunlly, it wns a similar oxperiment to that carried out on tho
Hotspur. Two Hoinkel He 111 H's wore joined together by o middle scction
of wing on which 2 fifth engine was added.

Given the designotion Heinkel He 111 72, it wns intended for towing
giiders, ~nd = bomber version was projccted. The wing span was increasci
to 115 fect 5 dnches. The londed weight was 65,500 1b, 2nd the maximm
speed wos 208 m.pl.h.

If your interestcd, the fighter shot it down.

Anmericn.

Yop, Americo got into the act.

The North Ameriecan P-51 lustrng was o snazzy fighter of Americon
design which was m~de eveon bettor whon it had o British Rolls Royce ongine
fitted to it.

Many worc flown to Englond ~nid wore used by the R.A.F. and Americnn
nir forcc, and wuscd with considerable success. The P-51 wes orthodox, o
single-engincd low wing fighter with 2 single fin and rudder.

North Amcrican, probably influcnced by the nforementioncd British
and Geormon coxperiments, fitted two iustangs togother, and gove this stroange
now acroplone the designotion P- 82 Twin Mustong.

The officinl recason for this blend wes that it " rclieved pilot
fatigue on long rongc cscort rmissions." The foct that it nlso rstnined nany
of the P-51 Mustong jigs 21so undoubtedly influcnced the decision to build
in quantity. The top spced of the P-R2 was over 475 m.p.h, which wns
protty good going in those days.

Two pilots wore carricd, end the P-82 carricd an cxtremely versitile
lond of bombs, ammunition ~nd petrol, or o combination of 21l threc.

As this SAPSzine will only bec read by Amcricans, I've illustrated
below the P-51 Mustnanz and the P-82 Twin Mustong, to domonstrate the ider.
John Berrv. 1060
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It isn't often T allow myself the luxury
of reviewirg = book, but I've just read
onc, and was go impresscd with it that T
went you all 4o join in and share some of
the pleasure. T1'1l1 tell you why I liked
this book...there are two main reasons,
because it is onec of the most hilarious
epics I've ever had the pleasurc to read,
and because it deals with the 0.3.S, an
American organisation which holds =
perticular fascination Tor me.

The book is called ' YOU'RE
STEPPING ON MY CLOAK AND DAGGER', and is
written by Roger Hall.

Even the dedication gives 2 glimpse
of the joys to come:-

4 Nedicated
T To YYhom It May Concern.
X

The 0.5.5. has heen the subject
of a considerable amount of criticism right up the scale to sheer ballyhoo.
It is therefore refreshing to have the opportunity to get 2 first hand
account of the many types of American manhood which combhined to make an
organisation consisting of dimwits, slackers, and utterly brave and dedicnted
men.

Roger Hall describes how he joined the 0.85.5, and gives a light-hearted
account of his fraining. Actually, for 2 while, he was an instructor, but
eventually managed to get to the meat of the organisation. In vhat I consider
to be the wittiest exploit in the vhole book, he gives 2 graphic descri plion
of how he carried out 2 'problem'..that of getting into a radar factory and
learning about its personel and its vroduvection methods...zrmed with letters
of recommendation he'd prepored himself, he applied for a job, so that he
would ( he hoped ) get a looksee round the factory. His wildest hopes werc
rezlised. His cover story was that he was a captain of paratroops wounded
in Sicily 2nd invalided ou%. This appenled to the boss, who took Hall into
the factory canteen, where the workers were being bullied into buving morc
Yar Bonds. The boss gets up, snid introduczs Hall by his alins, Hawthorne,
and amidst massive applausg Hall gets up, ' develops a limp on the wav to the
stage' and gives a speech which ' 3idn'%t leave @ dry eve in the vlace'. In
the necwspapers next dny, his speech was fully reported, nnd the sale of Ronds
went up by leaps and bounds. Hall, in order +o corrv on the deception, meds
a date with the bosses daughter, =2 datec he mew he would never kecp, and 2g
he concludies the spisode, he manages to male the reader feel his regret at
having to be such 2 cad in the interests of his self-appointed career in the
ORSHSk

I was extremely intersestcd in Mr.Hzll's account of ioking o parachutec
course in America. I took the cauivalent courss in England ( 2s he 414 later )
and the comparisons were fscinating...capeclally his plessure in discovering
that he had 2 spors parachute, just in casess..2nd his chagrin when he later
discovered the British didn't go in for this refincment

It is obvious that 211 wes not well with the 0.S.5. orgenisation..ond I
almost squirmed es I read how Kr.Hall, after a heart-breaking effort to getb
an operational job, took off from England in a blazec of tears and handshakes
and was dropped in France bchind the Amsrican lines. He exvleins the greet

’




shame he fclt at this unforgiverble faux pas.

Mr.Hall was a good man with the repartee, and it appears from
this book that he built up a reputation as being 2n Americen junior officer
who could handle the difficult 'stiff upper lip' British types. He was
called in to manage this chore more than once.

In case my recommendation isn't sufficient to whet vour appetite, I
would like to reprint a short paragraph or two, not the wittiest part by
any means, but tvpical of the raro high standard of true humour :-
Mr Hall, in Scotland..... "it was so cold at Dalnaglar that I'd let
my heir grow to keep my breins from freezing solid. So did practically
evervone else, and it finally reeched the point where a person coming
up bechind the Norso Group would think he was overtaking a herd of yazks.
As tho weather grow warmer - above twenty degrees— the Major ordered
us to get haircuts. Ono of the men promptly claimed 2 knowledge of
barbering and pulled a pair of clippers out of his barracks bag to
ack it up. He proved 1o be the kind who leaves nothing above the neck
but ears, =2nd maybe only one of them. I decided to take my chances in
Blairgowric......1 came back looking like a survivor of the Deerfield
Massacre.'

T 1like this little sample, too. Mr.Hall and two of his friends
ars taking a medical :-
Someone who should have known beotter sat us down in threc chairs
gide by side, told us to cross our lege, and gave us a reflex test.
He hit Gordon on the knee, missed his mark, and Eric kicked. He hit
Eric on the knoe, missed again, and shut his eyes to kecp from seeing
Gordon kick. When he whacked me he was finally on targety so we
all kicked .’
I cannot recall the last time I read a book and laughed out
loud two or three times per minute. I started reading the book riding home
on a 'bus, and I could not refrain from bursting out guffawing. At first, I
tried to restraoin myself, and contorted my lips into all sorts of strange
shapes, but T must confess with a certain amount of pride that I found Vr.
Hall really outstanding, and if my fellow passcengers disown me in the morning,
I'11 think the deal was worth it.
The highest recommendation I can give to this work is to say thav
Mr. Hall would heove mede a wonderful fannish writer. If there is an iota of
humour in your meke up...get this...it is essential to your library.

e D e John Berry }?60.
ENTOMOLOGICAL
SNTITES 1 TR ?ﬂf




One of my obscure hobbies during and after the last war was to collect
documents relating to it. I was particularly proud of a collection of
leaflets dropped over Germany, but one day my wife was looking for paper
to light the fire, and she just knew that ' those little squaros of paper
with 2 foreign language on them were no good...you couldn't read 'em'.

and literally a pricoless collection went up in flames. She was probably
getting her revenge for a bundle of
knitting patterns which I used to
glip-sheet with }

My collection, or what is left
of it, also contains ration books,
identity cards, and varlous assorted
pamphlets issued by the government
to keep us all on the richt treck.

Yhilest sorting throught them the
other day, and reading them, it
brought back to me the full impeact
of 1ife in wartime England. T lived
in Birminghem until I joined the army
in 1944, and probably bscazuse I wes
meroly an adolescent when the heavy
air raids wers on against Birmingham,
I used to look forward to them. As
goon e8 the sirens sounded, I used
to rush out and call for my pal, and

> we thought it great fun to dive flak
8
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memorie when the bombs came whistl ing down,
and to try and remove scndbags from
: incendiary bombs, to add to our
collection of war souveniers.

One of the pamphlets, though, brought back memories of what
I thought at tho time to be a very humourous situation.....and so did the

other boys and girls. First of all, I'd like to reprint & paragraph from:-

WAR EMERGENCY
INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS.
Read this leaflet carcfully and
make sure you and 211 other responsible
persons in your house understand its
contents.

Iten (11) rend thusly :-

School children. If you live in one of those areas and have 2
child or children of school 2ge you wish to be evacuated you should
send them to school on the day which will be notified to you. Each
child should have a2 handbag or case containing the child's gas mask,

& change of underclothing, night clothes, houge shoes or plimsolls,
spare stockings or socks, a toothbrush, a comb, towel, soap =2nd face
cloth, handkerchiefs : and, if possible, a warm cost or mackintosh.
Each child should bring o packet of food for the day. School children
will be tzken by their teachers to homes in safer districts where they
w11l be housed by people who have already offered to receive them =znd
look after them. Parents of school children living in these areas are
strongly urged to let their children go. Paorents will be told where the
children arc as soon as they reach their new homes. The cost of the




the journecy will be paid by the Government. Parents

who are in an cvacuable area but do not wish their
children to be cvacuated should not send them to school
until they are told.

"hen this document crme through the post, I read it to my
nother, ;nd.she c2lled my father in. He wns down deep in the bowels of the
earth, digging like a hysterical mole, building an a2ir raid shelter to
his own design. It had collapsed on him three times already, but no onc

could say my father was not = itryer, as he himself was heard to say in a
high-pitched voice vhen they dug him out for the fourtn time. He sat
down in 2 chair, ond my mother told him that I would have to be cevacuated.
He turncd to me and said, " Don't worry, son, the necdle wont hurt you)
and he lumbered out again with his shovel.

T triecd to persuzde my mother thot the last sentence was the
one which concerncd me, but she said I would just have to be evacuated
whether I 1liked it or not.

The doy was announced, the lst of September 1939, and my mother
took me to school. I wos dressed in an overcont, short trousers and 2 cap
“hree sizes to big for me. I had a cardboard box over my left shoulder with
my gas mesk in it, ond a bag over my right shoulder with underclothing and
suchlike in it. In my right hand I held a newspaper-wrapped parccl of fish
paste sandwiches, 2nd in my left hand 2 book which bore = plain dustcover
announcing that the book dealt with wvulgar fractions, 2lthough this wes oo
camouflnge for my only high class literary work, 'The Awful Story Of Marie
Monk. '

My mother said 'byz bye' ard pressed = ten shilling note in ny
hand,

The teacher tried to get us in o line, and checked us off agninst
e list, and then we boarded n red corporation omnibus which took us to 2
railway station.

At the station, beforc we entrained, the teacher gave us a large
label, on which we wrote our nmme and sex, 2nd we tied this to ocur coat
lapels.

The trein shuntcd its merry way, and we finished up after about
eignt hours at 2 place called Lydney, in Gletscstershire.

I'd never heard of the place before, Lydncy was a small towm
near the hanks of the River Severn, and it was almost in the middle of the
Forest of Dean, 2 place which was colonized by the Romans way back.

We got off the train, and a2 lot of social workers descended on
us, giving each of us the once over in 2 mest careful menner, sizing us up
for their friends.

Yo marched to the localschool, and I jingled my pocketful of
coinage ( we'd played Poker on route ) in time to the strains of 'It's = long
way to Tiperary', which we song with all the verve of old soldiers.

At gchool, we werec givsn an emercency pack of bread, chocolate
and buna, which I presumed to be in case the people we were scent to
decided not to feed us.

And then the renlly humorous side of the whole fontastic
business began.

e 3tood in @ line, and the prospective foster-parcents walked
up 2nd dovm, trving to make up their minds what particular gpecimen they
were preparcd to clasp to their bosums. From the way they continued to walk
up and dovm the ranks tine after tine, I scnsed that they didn't think
much of tho cream of British childhood which shuddered hefore theme I recall



fizuring that I 4idn't think much of the prospective hosteosses, cither.

If n woman looked 2t me and T sized her up as being o hit prudish -nd not
addicted to poker or bows and arrows and sticky toffee and Airty boots aond
zrubby kneces, T crossed my coyes and stuck ny tongzue out and drooled inancly.
If, however, the woman looked young and carefrecc and without much sensc of
d1801p11ne, T allowed 2 cherubic expression to cross my face, 2nd tried %o
give the impression that I always washed bchind mv cars. Of course, the
hostesses used psychology, too. If they iidn't like the look of a grubby
infant, they scowled, and if 2 nice clean child was apparant, they smiled
and winked.

After over an hour, I wos the only one left, and two hostosses tosscd
up, and the onc who won smiled and walked away ond the other one scowled
and took mc by the hand ond dragged me nway.

I was quito happy, though. ¥e had to zo to the local school, and
28 there were so many of us, 2 shift system was instituted, 2nd we only
had o few hours tuition cvery doy. “hen not zt school; gongs of us, some
of whom had never scen a cow before, rocmed the countryside liks Apaches
on the warpath.

For some months I lived this idylic life, and orne daoy my mother wrote
and said that my school in Birmingham had been bombed, and she hoped I
didn't feel too bitter about it...ond within a2 fow da v3 I porsuaded her
to let me go back home again.

For some considerzble time I missed having any lessons of anv kind, which
is my excusc for all the spelling mistakes in my publications...nd sy,
that WAR EVERGENCY pomphlet weos prophetic, too. I+ was publishied in 1939,
and on the last page, it seid, in big print :-

KEEP 4 GOOD HEART : “E ARE GOING TO YWIN THROUGH.
Mavbe, in future PP T'11 write 2 fow nages sbout teonnze

5 b
life in England during 1939 40 1045.ccieieruans.
Tohn Berry 1950

-~ dctually, I know it won't he =
/Q\ l—/ F:i(::) FES\‘__EZ Y\(w problem at 21l to Prof.Tosk, but
N to me it just doesn't seen true.
Tosk, can you put this in sinmple

FOR TQS ‘/\\ one syllable words for me -

SRR (Regardinzg Guided i'issiles)

'In 2 relatively simple missilo,
of, say, 1,000 components, if each has an efficiency of 99.99 ver cent, then
the reliability of the missile as 2 whole is 91 per cent. If the of fTClonCV
of the components is 99490 per cent, the relisbilty of the whole drops to
57 per cont. That is, it is more likely to f2il than succeed. #s I gaid,

I am surprised if a missile works at all.

(o

Togk +this is from a treatise by a misasile expert, <nd so it
is obv1ously true, but if each component has an efficicency of 99.99 per cent,
why hasn't the missile = similar c¢fficiency. 7 ™i3 must be
clementery to you, but I con't sece it ?
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During the lagt twe yoars I'wve
noticed thot much spoce hns beeon
token up in fonzincs with various
discussions sbout the nen who has
the United States in the pnalm of
his hand......Verner von Braun (44

Most British fenzines, ouite
understondably, do not sxpress very
ruch appreciation for vor Broun.

Ir fact, sonc of them have put
in print some pcrsoncl opinions
vhich I'm surc hove madec von
Braun's ears tinglc }

Von Braun worked 2t Pccnermunde
during the war on the developnient
of the V2 rocket which was used
2gainst Englond end couscd sonme
thousands of deaths.

Bceauso von Braun knew that the rocket was desisned as o military
weapon, soric British fanzine writers ( ~nd ncwspaper columnists aond
broadcastors, too ) thercforc regard von Braun as some sort of cvil ogre
who should be flunz in a2 dungeon in St.Helonz.

For onc thing, mest people forget that the brilliant v Braun worked
under Major-Generzl Yalter Dornberger...Dornborzer was responsible for
the development of the V2, 2and =allied we2pons.

One other point scoms veritinent to me.....if the British Government had
had nccess to 2 V2 type weapon, would they have used it against Gormany ?
The answer is obvious...of coursc they would.

I must also point out that I am no nmore pro-von Braun than I an pro-
Air Vice Marshall 'Bomber ' Harris, who was responsiblc for orgonising raids
on Germany. War brinzs the need for ruthless mon. 'Bomber' Harris, chief
of the R.A.F. Bomber Cormand during the war, worked out that Germany could
be brought to her Jncos by flatitening hor cities. Ho orprmniscd onc thousand
bombers to gsaturate o target in 2 forr hours...l wos in Cologng ~fter the war
and saw the utter devastation, and the miracle of the 700 yoar old czathedrzl
still stonding amidst the carnage sround it.

Whilst 'Romber' Haorris, s « result of offiecizl British post war policy,
became 2 nonentity, von Broun and o numbor of his co-workers were approached
by the Arericans to continuc their work on rocket development in the United
States....ond he has since got 211 the publicity for whet the Americans
have achicved...ond yot I wonder if Americaons realisc that the !'fother' of
the rocket missilc is an American... a lons pioncer of thirty or forty
years 2go, ReleGoddrrd ?

LU I R Bae s LRC IR O LR R AR NN

Onc thought is uppermost in nv nind regarding Armericz ond the Spacc Age.

H2s von Broun done cnough ?

Americo hrd evervihing in her favour...vest suns of money, and the
celebroted von Broun...ond vet Russic launched the first s-tollite back in
October '57, and dmerics was = long time following suit with a much smallcer
vechiclg.

Much hes been s2id chout the mreat rivalry betwecen the army 2nd the oir
force in America, and undoubtedlv this situntion =res ridiculous...no country,
cven ong with such vast regources as the United Stotes, could afford this




gtupid state of affairs ! Even tho ermy hnd trouble, Charles Yilson,

the Amorican Scercte ry of Defence in 1957, =2lmost wrocked the development
of the Jupiter by forbidding von Brouns Army Ballistic Missile Agency

in Hunstville to build = rocket with o groater range than 200 miles.
Obviously, thoro must have beon 00up110 ted interncl politicnl issucs at
stake, but, so help me, it secms just crazy.

I have the impression that Armerica spent too much moncy 2llowing two
rival outfits to work 2gainst ecach other, with detrimental results. Too
rruch noncy is slmost as had as too little.

Take the British Governments attitude.

The Space Race, they say, is too costly for us. Do you reslisc that
he British Government has set aside the gigontic sun of $450,000 a year
on space research ? Compare this with the contract for the Amcrican
Strategic Missile 68, the Titan, o mere $100,000,000..4c..

During the past few years, the British Black Knight hnas becn devcloped
and at prosent holds the world rccord for altitude from o single stage
rocket and it only cost %$15,000,000 to develop. It is o faect that o
Black Knight mounted on Britains Blue Stroak Long Range Balllsflo MlSSllc
( 21so developed on 2 shoe-gtring budzet ) could launch o sotellite
cquzl or better than anything yet launchcd by Ameorica 2nd Ru351“. But the
British Government seom to shrug, and sey that the wholc thing is too
expensive, ond let the American and Russians carry on with the good
worke

No one can argue with my premisc that Russia is way ahecad of the rest
of the world in rocketry. It sceoms to me that their great stridce has been
in the propulsion of' the rocket, rather than its design and size. Very
soon, relaotively apoaking, we are going to wake up one morning and hear
that the Russians arc on the Moon. And when that hoeppens, Russie rules the
vorld.

What is Anmerica doing about this 7

von Braun hes worked out = theoory that if Anmerica cannot develop
o propulsive unit as powerful as the Russians have obviously done ( and
the futurc doesn't look too rosy in this respect ), wcll then, cluster
o battery of the most powerful units avoilable and stick ther under onc
rocketb. .

The result is the Saturn Projoct, initiated by von Broum ot “unts-
ville. Tt is pl-onned to hove four stoges with o total launching weight of
almost 600 tons, "nd the cmazing foct is that five sixth of this weight
will be propellant V' Saturn will be powercd by cizht Jupiter powoer
plants, ond will stand elmost 200 feet high, comuored with the 90 feot of
the 6,500 mile range Titan.

Obviously, ns tho Saturn Project has been publicly announced, other
even more fantastic projects nre in the planning stoge, but tirme is rumning
out...the Russian tests in the Pacific arc the preolude for sonmething
really big...most probably 2 moon shot...and,it is mv pious hope, the
Aricricanz will got there first.

Quite frankly, I don't think this will happon.

I fecar in ny hoart that unless o miracle happens, the Red Flag will
fly over Mare Nogtrum.

The mirmcle could be the Saturn Projcct..."nd cvery sanc man in the
Yestern hemisvheore should look at the Moone...look hard, 2nd prav cven harder
that Ameorica gets there first.

It's going to toke it ! John Berry 1960.
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Undoubtedly, o faonac den is indispensibls for o properly functioncd
career in fondom L
I have 2 considerchle nusber of photogrophs of fans sitting proudly 2t their
degks, with borutiful typewriters before them, =and such itoms as staplors,
mireoscopes, portrnits of BJO 2t hand, and in the background, vost boolk-
shelves containing hundrcds of prozincs g
2nd fanzines.
This i3 as it should bhe.
It is obvious that 25 onc progrossca in
fandom, morc and morc poper ond offcchs
will cccwnulate, and if it isn't  kept
together in 2 scpeornte roowm, nothing
but chaos will ensua.
A fan likes privacy, his or her own
den, there to hask in the utter fanmish-
ness of his surroundings, or porchance
to brood on the non-tppearance of his
favouritc fanzinc.
Unfortunatcly, the published details of
my faznac den have enrned ne, or so I'm
given to understand, the unenvinble
reputation of being an eccentric. I om
forced to admit quitec frankly that far
from ceccentricity, the primitive furrishings of my den worc forced upon me
by nothing more or less than a gcarcity of hard cash.
Howover, it is casy to understand from the the 'cceentric
from.
For instance, I'm surc I'm the only fon in fandom oble to boast of 2 table
constructed from two old tecachests and 2 couplc of rotted planks, yot this
is perfectly true.
In frct, I'd 1ike to zo into det~il zbout my den. It doocsn't oxist now,
gad to say, becouse it has been completely clenncd up and pointed 2nd papercd
end changed into 2 protty pink bedroom for my little daughter.
But just 2bout =~ yorr agoe.....
ERTOT SAE S seanee sss s

The room was about ten fest long ond eizht feet wide, the papor, = light
red with faded clumps of bluc clderberrices, hung downwards in strips, ~nd the
peper on the ceiling hrd turned from white 4o spotted brown. It was a grood
cxpensc to zot the rest of the housc furnished, and my den come last on the
long list. Conscauently, I fclt relatively safe.
I specdily furrished my don - 2lthough I usc: the word !'furnished' advisedlyv.
I've described the desk, and in rotrospect, to an outsider, it must have looks
uncanny, cspeecinlly with the rusted Show-Berry Typor surmountcd on the rotting
planks, with tho Tins of Boked Beans Gravity Feed hanging down the sides of
the teachest, with me hunched up like oan ingrowing tocenail, sitting on on
oraznge box.

teve Schultheis was positively incredulous. I led him to my den, "nd he
staggered o 1lit*lc with incomprchension, ~nd then he shook himaclf and
surveyed the don, z2nd he said with conviction i~

QUOTE. "This is not truc. I am the subject of o Berry Illusion." UNQUOTE.
But it was all too truec.
My Gestetner was also mounted on 2 tcachest, in o far corner of the room, ond
2 couple of decjecctcd-looking bookenses compriscd the bogic furnishings. Oh,
T forgot thc armchoire A big brutal thing with a broken spring on the seat. It
hod been in my wifes family for some scores of yenrs, and being too ashamed to

' thcorics come



disposec of it by conventionzl means, thoy p2id me gencrously to toks it
o?f their hands. Many wos the plot I thought of, sitting in the ~rmchair,
trying to control the burst spring wilh 2droit movements of my necther
regions.

The docor was arranged, I like to think, to suit the most waried
tastos of my many 2stonished visitors. Principally, the walls werce coverced
with o mixturc of the following; ATOM technicolour illustrotions, colourcd
end glossy prints of beautiful girls in the minimunm of clothing ( I'm sorry
to admit I didn't toke 'em ) 2nd sometimes devoid of clothing 2ltogether,
pictures of fans, a QUINN originnl, and & considerable number of photo-
graphs of planets, stars, goalaxies, zeroplonces and rockets.

It wng, I mointein, 2 Mans Room '

The essence of masculinity U

The whole shocking display wos founded, if I may usc the expression
literally, on the Borry Letter Filing System, which covered the entire floor
gpace. Some visitors expreossed surprisc that I filed my letters by dropping
them on the floor, but 2s I 2lways used to explain, it took up so 1little
time, s2nd time, to 2 fan, is 211 inmportant.

Looking back on that glorious room, I foecl that instead of
displaying marked eccontricity, it showed the truc dashing spirit of a fan
in full possocssion of his faculties, but hamperecd by a scorcity cf surplus
cash, as I've alrendy stressed. The fact that the room inspired me to write
more thaon 150 stories is sufficient justification for its carcless but
nevertheless unique appearanca.

So, if the ncofan fecls he wants o den, in fact, nceds o den, but
hasn't got the necessary nccumulation of $$3 to organisc it, I say 'Pooh'.

Undoubtedly o den is csscntial,

And cven if only n small layout of cash is awvailable, by using
ones initintive and imagination, 2 considernble 2mount con be donec.

I want to stross that in my opinion, =n =ctive fan nceds 2 lot of
privacy to conceontrate on his hobby- -nd only in his cwn don will this
privacy be found. I've had my sharc of trying to writc to a decndline in o
roonn with 2 television on and o wifc talking ebout 2 new hat ond children
climbing over me and budgerigrrs mating up ny slocve.

The move to my den, back in '56, was the prclude to most of my
better storics ond the very frequent z2ppearance of Berry pubs.

Yhen my daughter started to grow up, my den was the only reoom
avoilable to change into o bedroom, ns I've cxplained, so nt the beginning
of 1959 I once more found mysclf berift of privacy.

Once morc I have hod to continue my fance in the living room -
but this time, with the children much oldeor, =nd much morec inquisitive ,
it has beecome incrensingly more difficult to put my mind 100 per cent on
whot I'm doing. Whilst writing, I heve to answer such quostions as ( from my
daughter, sged 5 ) "Daddy, con I pick up the pack with o wild card and o Juck
if tho pack is frozen ?" ( So help me, that's truc ) - and from my son,
eped 9) "Daddy, why is the women next door gotting fatter ?" Surely, with
this mental stroin, is it =ny wonder that I somctimes yearn nostalgicenlly
for my little untidy, scruffy-yes-dirty room 7?

And not only for the casc of filing my correcspondcnce '

John Berry 1960
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